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Department Overview

Department of Energy

The Department of Energy supports the
use and development of energy
resources to help increase energy
security, create jobs, grow the economy
and create social benefits. The
department works to develop local,
renewable energy and clean energy
solutions to create new economic
opportunities, reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and save people money on
their energy bills.

Department of Environment and Climate
Change

The Department of Environment and
Climate Change works to ensure a clean,
healthy environment for all Nova Scotians.
We lead the province’s response to
climate change and the transition to a
net zero future by 2050. As a regulator, we
help maintain clear environmental laws
that support safe, responsible economic
development while protecting our natural
resources.
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Green Choice Program RFP

Green Choice Program RFP August 12, 2026 Draft
2.12 Environmental Risk

a) For each Project Configuration, Proponents must submit as part of their Proposal:

I. acompleted Prescribed Form: Environmental Risk which includes confirmation that
each applicable Project Configuration of the proposed Project will meet human
health criteria concerning shadow flicker and turbine noise based
on modelling results and the Environmental Risk
Questionnaire with responses supported by evidence; OR

ii. have an Environmental Assessment approval for the proposed Project.

) Prior to preparing Proposals, Proponents are encouraged to contact the Department of
Natural Resources and Renewables by email at wildlifeEA@novascofia.ca to discuss the
proposed Project Site and its potential impact on items such as wildlife, species at risk,
wetlands, old growth forest or a core critical habitat.
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Green Choice Program RFP

Environmental Risk
Green Choice Program RFP
August 12, 2026 Draft

Prescribed Form Requirements

* Environmental Assessment Approval
« Human Health Impacts

* Environmental risk Questionnaire

RFP Environmental Prescribed Form

Scoring Criteria Category

Maximum Points

Energy Rate

Project Risk and Maturity

Eesource Asseszsment

Financing Plan

Experience

Environmental Risk

Project Site

| | | e | L

Engagement

10

Social and Economic Benefits

16

Ownership

Social Programs

Economic Benefits

Total

100
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https://nova-scotia-gcp.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/draft-prescribed-form-environmental-risk_gcp_pfenvrv01.pdf

The table below provides the expected timeline of the Green

G re e n C h 0 i C e Choice Program Procurement. Power Advisory reserves the right

to adjust the schedule as needed.

Program RFP - -~

Posting of Draft RFP & PPA June 2, 2026
Timeline Update |
Webinar June 18, 2026

Deadline for Proponent Registration SEP;ES"'E%EF 17,

Deadline for Feasibility Study Submissionto | September 30,

IESO Nova Scotia 2026
i September 10,
Issue Final RFP 5096

Deadline for submitting questions and October 8, 2026

comments
October 29,
Deadline for Issuing Addenda
J 2026
Proposal Submission Deadline January 14, 2027
Target Date for Notice of PPA Awards May 6, 2027
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Environmental Regulatory
Pathway
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Environment and Climate Change

Department of Environment and Climate Change

Sustainability & Applied Climate Change Policy Compliance
Science Division Division Division Division
Includes Environmental Regio_no/ offices,
Assessment and Protected managing approvals,
Areas Branches carrying out inspections

<:I Business Relationship Managers Available for Support |:>
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Environmental Approvals

Environmental Assessment Construction/Operation Approval

» Support planning and ensure potential  » Authorization before construction

Impacts to the environment are and/or start of operations.
identified and mitigated. » This process evaluates and restricts the
» This process requires companies to Impact that methods and materials
identify the benefits of their project, its used, and waste generated can have
potential environmental impacts and on the environment.
how the impacts will be managed. » To conduct work that alters a
> This allows sustainable development to watercourse or wetland, a construction
occur while the environment is approval is required.
protected.
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Nova Scotia
Environmental
Assessment

T s



EA Process

CLASS | ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Applies to projects like mines, waste facilities and developments in wetlands

Company prepares
Ervironmental
Assessment (EA)
documents with
Mi'kmag and public
engagement

Government consultation with the Mi'kmag of Nova Scotia on a particular project

Company
registers
project

DAY 1

Government
opens Crown
consultation
with Mi'kmaag
on day one,
seeks public
input

40 DAYS

Government
compiles
results

UP TO 10 DAYS

Minister (.
decides

DAY 50

can also occur on other government permits in addition to the Environmental

Assessment process.

APPROVE

MORE INFO

FOCUS REPORT

EA REPORT

REJECT
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Understanding Requirements

Contact a Business
Relationship Manager
Confirm the project requires
an EA with the EA Branch
Review EA submission Meet with EA Branch &
checklist & proponents government experts to
quide introduce and scope
the project
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Planning and Data Collection

Engage the Mikmaqg Engane the community Plan 1J.rlcnur studies

< &

Complete field work —Q

v

NOVA SC




Analysis

Analyze results of
field work and studies

Identify project benefits

Prepare Environmental
Assessment Registration
Document (EARD)

Engage with the EA
Branch & government
reviewers for guidance

Identify mitigations to
adverse environmental
impacts
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Submission Reminders

As Soon as Possible - Prior to « Draft Public Notice to EA Branch for review and approval
Reqistration * Plain Language Summary & Map to EA Branch for review
7 Days Before Registration + EA Registration Document

 Fee and two (2) printed copies of EARD

» Electronic copy of EARD

+ Copy of final approved public notice

« Information for two (2) public viewing locations

» Deliver one (1) printed copy of EARD to closest ECC Regional Office

This is a summary of EA Registration Reminders; for full information and requirements please contact ECC
Environmental Assessment Branch
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Environmental Assessment
Approval: What Comes Next
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Post-EA Approval

Stage ________Jlead _____________|KeyAclivifies

EA Approval Issued Minister (via EA Branch) Approval granted with terms and
conditions set by the Minister that
must be fulfilled

Compliance Oversight Compliance Division Monitors adherence to EA Approval
Terms and Conditions and
addresses compliance-related

mafters
Construction & Operation Compliance Division Separate approvals may be
Approvals/Notifications required, such as Wetland and
Watercourse Alterations
Project Support Business Relationship Managers BRMs remain available as a primary
(BRMs) point of contact to help navigate

regulatory requirements and
coordination with department staff.
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Typical Approval Conditions 19
Secion  |Highlights

Project Design and Operation « Updated turbine layout, shadow flicker assessment, and noise modelling

Water Resources « Surface Water Management Plan
» Sediment and Erosion Control Plan

Habitat, Flora and Fauna +  Wildlife Management Plan
« Additional year of baseline bird/bat studies (where required)
*  Minimum two-year post-construction mortality monitoring
+ Adaptive Management Plan
« Additional monitoring possible (e.g. Moose)

Air Quality, Noise and Visual Impact « Compliance with noise levels and shadow flicker limits

Archaeological and Heritage Resources « Stop work requirements for significant discoveries
« Subsurface testing for any areas of elevated archeological potential that
cannot be avoided

Public & Mi’kmaq Engagement « Complaint Resolution Plan
+  Community Liaison Committee
*  Mi'kmag Communication Plan

Projects may also require Wetland Alteration Approvals and Watercourse Alteration Approvals or Notifications, where applicable
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Protected Areas
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Protected Areas

 The Protected Areas and Ecosystems Branch, at Environment and
Climate Change is responsible for planning and managing Nova
Scoftia's Wilderness Areas and Nafure Reserves.

« Nafture Reserves are designated under the Special Places
Protection Act

« Wilderness Areas are designated under the Wilderness Areas
Protection Act

« Activities are restricted in protected areas as outlined in the
respective Acts. Wind energy development and other resource
development is generally prohibited.

? Nova Scotia Parks and Protected Areas System
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/87a91c432fe7403e8f3ca4bc7631b9b6/
https://novascotia.ca/nse/protectedareas/wildernessareas.asp
https://novascotia.ca/nse/protectedareas/wildernessareas.asp
https://novascotia.ca/nse/protectedareas/naturereserves.asp

Questions?
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Thank you

Upcoming Session:

Wednesday, July 29 - Department of Natural Resources
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